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THE OBICI HOUSE 


BAY POINT FARM 
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 


The Obici House located on Bay Point Farm, is atwo- framed, wood weatherboard clad structure which rests carriage house with automobile storage on the first story 
story, single-family dwelling located on the north end of on brick foundation walls surrounding a basement. The and servantliving quarters onthe second story. Alsoon 
an approximately 263-acre site along the Nansemond floors onthe first story are oakparquetwithdarkaccents _ the siteto the north ofthe dwelling are agricultural 


River in Suffolk, Virginia. The home was built by Amedo 
Obici, an Italian immigrant, who founded the Planters 
Nutand Chocolate Company. After purchasing Bay 
Point Farm on December 5, 1924, Mr. Obici relocated an 
existing 1870’s farmhouse to the west ofits original 
location and useditas the core of his new dwelling. The 
dwelling was expanded to the north and south and 
reoriented to the eastto take advantage of the water 
view overthe river. The house was designedin the 
Italian Revival Renaissance style with building 
elements including dentiled cornices, lonic columns, 
tripartite Palladian windows and a metal-tile hipped roof. 
The main entrance is on the east of the dwelling andis 
marked by aclassical porch articulated with lonic 
columns and 6” square tile flooring ina checkerboard 
pattern. The first and second floors consist of awood 


inthe staining. The majority of the second story floors 
are covered with carpet that more than likely covers 
existing oak parquet flooring. The floors of the second 
floor restrooms, the first floor Sunroom and the west 
terraces are a6” square tile. Classical motifs adorn 
interior trim woodwork. The interior trimis typically white 
opaque painted but the Banquet room features dark 
transparent stained oak wainscoting and trim with egg 
and dart motifs The kitchen retains its original 
configuration and tile flooring. Other decorative 
elements include fluted columns, plaster mouldings on 
ceilings, scrolled brackets within door frames and 
stained glass windows with floral themed tracery in the 
lavatories and main stair. 


Adjacentto the south end of the dwelling is atwo-story 


outbuildings that supported the former dairy. Four brick 
entrance piers surmounted by globe lights and two cast 
concrete lions on pedestals to the east of the dwelling 
mark the entrance to the property. Inthe 1970sthe 
property became the Sleepy Hole Golf Course and the 
current golf course store is sited to the east of the 
dwelling. 


Bay Point Farm was addedto the National Register of 
Historic Places and Virginia Landmarks Register in 
2003. This narrative description was taken from the 
National Register registration form. 
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